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Summary
Background information

Introduction
The analyses in this report have been carried out to inform the Wairarapa SST Snapshot

and Mapping Project. This report aims to provide information about the following five SST
outcome areas:

1. Truancy

2. Offending

3. Alcohol and drug use

4. Risky sexual behaviour

5. Participation in education, training and employment
The report uses site level data provided by five government agencies?, and compares
Wairarapa site level results with national data. Census data from Statistics New Zealand are
also used. Where possible, the discussion is supported with national level information from
the New Zealand Health Survey and the Youth2000 Survey.

Additional background information is provided about age group distributions and receipt of
means tested benefits for Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole.

While the target group for the SST is young peofg
match this range exactly. The results reported here use the available age group ranges that
most closely match the target of 10-18.

All charts in this report have been constructed from the available data, except for the two
charts concerning risky sexual behaviour, which already existed within the health related
data provided by Compass Health Wairarapa to the Wairarapa Trial.

All statistics are referenced in the main text, not in this summary.
Age distribution

The percentage demographic representation of the 10 to 19 years age group in the
Wairarapapopul ation is very slightly | ower than, but
representation in the total New Zealand population.

The representation of the ages 20 to 39 is noticeably lower than for New Zealand as a
whole, while the ages 55 and above are noticeably higher

The age group and gender compositions within the 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 10 to 19 age
groups for the Wairarapa and for New Zealand as a whole are very similar for all ethnicities
combined.

The representations of 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 10 to 19 year old Europeans in the Wairarapa
are higher than in New Zealand as a whole.

1 The five government agencies consist of the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Social Development,
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice and the New Zealand Police.
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The representations of 10 to 14, 15to 19 and 10to 19yearol d Ma o r i in the

about the same as in New Zealand as a whole.

The representations of 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 10 to 19 year old Pasifika in the Wairarapa are
much lower than in New Zealand as a whole.

The representations of 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 10 to 19 year olds of other ethnicities in the
Wairarapa are much lower than in New Zealand as a whole.

1. Truancy

Nationally, 95% of students considered it somewhat important or very important that they
attend school every day but 23% of students had been truant from school for at least one
day in the previous year. Skipping or wagging school was more common among older
students and those from more deprived neighbourhoods.

Unjustified absence? rates for the Wairarapa over the three years from 2011 to 2013 tended
to fluctuate more than rates for New Zealand as a whole. They were also higher than
national rates in two of the three years.

2. Offending
Overall youth offending rates have tended to fall in the Wairarapa and across New Zealand
during the two years 2013 to 2015. There are some exceptions, though.

lllicit drug offences

Numbers of illicit drug offenders fell by 40 percent in the Wairarapa, but rose by 15 percent
nationally. Numbers of illicit drug proceedings increased in the Wairarapa while they fell
nationally.

Property damage and environmental pollution

There was an increase in the numbers of people carrying out property damage and
environmental pollution offences in the Wairarapa and at the same time there was a
reduction in numbers across the country.

Unlawful entry with intent/burglary, break and enter

In common with property damage related offences there was an increase in the numbers of
people carrying out burglary related offences in the Wairarapa and a reduction in numbers
nationally.

Traffic offences

Numbers of traffic offences carried out by 12 to 18 year olds in the Wairarapa have
decreased for all offence types in the two years 2013 to 2015 except for a small increase in

Wa i

r

a

2The attendancesurve y provi des a ‘snapshot’ of school attendan

school year. Absence and attendance were collected for each student for each day of the week.

It is not compulsory for schools to send their attendance data to the Ministry of Education. The overall
quality of attendance data is naturally limited by what schools are able to provide, and what teachers
have recorded day-by-day. Follow-up is typically preformed with schools providing low-quality data,
however data quality issues cannot be resolved for a variety of reasons.



graduated driver licence breaches. The average changes across the country for the same
period were also negative except for graduated driver licence breaches and failure to obey
officer which both increased.

Age and ethnicity

Offending increases with age between the ages of 10 to 16 in the Wairarapa and nationally.
Rates fluctuate between 2013 and 2014.

There are significant ethnic differences in the percentages of young people charged with
offences in both the Wairarapa (Masterton Court) and New Zealand as a whole. The
maj ority of t hos e lowdddyEyremanaPasiikalid ©ther.,, f ol

The great majority of those young people charged for offences are males for Masterton and
New Zealand as a whole with four males for every one female charged with an offence.

Charge categories

The majority of charges faced by young people aged 10 to 16 in the Wairarapa and in New
Zealand are for category 2 and 3 offences. The largest category is category 3, which
involves offences punishable by imprisonment for at least 2 years. It seems surprising that
young people in this age group are facing more charges for higher category offences than
for the lower category 1. Perhaps it is the case that many category 1 offences were not
formally charged, or resulted in section 282 discharges as noted below under sentencing.
The actual numbers of charges are small in the Wairarapa.

Sentencing

The most noticeable feature of the distribution of sentences for young people aged 10 to 16
in the Wairarapa are the increases in 2014 in supervision related sentences and community
work. These increases coincide with a reduction in discharges under section 282 of the
CYPF Act 1989, with a withdrawal of the charge.

3. Alcohol and drug use

Nationally, 59% of New Zealanders aged 15 to 17 reported drinking alcohol in the 2013/2014
year, with 82% consuming two or more alcoholic drinks in the previous three months and
36% doing so in the previous week. Of those who had reported consuming two or more
alcoholic drinks in the previous three months, 52% had consumed beer, 50% had consumed
ready-to-drinks (RTDs), 46% had consumed spirits, 19% had consumed cider and 18% had
consumed wine. For their last drinking occasion, males were more likely to consume beer
than were females, while females were more likely to have consumed RTDs.

On their last reported drinking occasion, 65% of 15 to 17-year-olds consumed alcohol at a
risky level by consuming five or more alcoholic drinks on one occasion, 30% consumed five
to seven alcoholic drinks, and 35% consumed eight or more. Thirty-five percent consumed
two to four alcoholic drinks on the last occasion.

Current drinkers reported a range of problems occurring after drinking alcohol, including
unsafe sex (12%), unwanted sex (5%), or injuries (15%). Eleven percent of current drinkers
reported having been advised by family or friends to drink less. Parents were the most
common reported source of alcohol (60%) followed by friends (44%), and someone else
buying alcohol for them (30%); 11% of students bought their alcohol themselves.



Twenty three percent reported having used marijuana at some time, while 13% currently
used it. Three percent reported using marijuana weekly or more often and 21% of all
students who had ever used it reported doing so before or during school. Attempts to give
up or reduce marijuana use were reported by 34% of current users.

Overall there were higher proportions of drug and alcohol related stand-downs and
suspensions for school students in the Wairarapa compared to New Zealand as a whole,
over the period 2009 to 2013.

While the percentages are small and the trend is downwards, the Wairarapa percentage of
young people seen by specialist AOD (Alcohol or Drug) services is 1.6 times the national
one.

The per cent ag e sseen by spd@abst AOD geoviges im each quarter over the
period August 2012 to June 2014 were about three times those for non-Ma o r i

4. Risky sexual behaviour

Nationally, 75% of secondary school students reported they had not had sexual intercourse,
with 25% of male students and 24% of female students reporting having had sex. Eighteen
percent of male students and 19% of female students reported having had sex in the
previous three months. Older students were more likely to have had sex and to be currently
sexually active. Forty four percent had spoken with their partner about preventing sexually
transmitted infections (STIs), 58% reported using contraception every time to prevent
pregnancy and 46% reported using condoms every time to protect against STIs. At the
same time, 17% of sexually active students reported not using, or only sometimes using
condoms or other contraception. Younger students and those from neighbourhoods with
high levels of deprivation were less likely to use contraceptives than older students and
those from less deprived areas.

With one exception, teenage birth rates have been higher in the Wairarapa District Health

Board (DHB) area than for all DHBs over the period 2010 to 2014. The exception is for non-

Maori females in 2012/ 2013. Rates for Maori tee
fornon-Ma o r i

Teenage pregnhancy termination rates have tended to fall, overall, during the period 2008 to

2014, for the Wairarapa DHB and all DHBs. However, while the period 2012 to 2014 shows

a marked fall in rates for the Wairarapa DHB total and for Wairarapanon-Maor i , t he r at e.
Maor i i ncreased.

The gonorrhea rate for Wairarapa is lower than the rate for New Zealand, while the
Wairarapa chlamydia rate is higher. When gonorrhea and chlamydia infection rates are
combined the Wairarapa combined rate is slightly higher than the New Zealand combined
rate.

5. Participation in education and employment

Education

Wairarapa achievement rates for NCEA levels 1 and 2 were slightly higher than those for
New Zealand as a whole during the period 2009 to 2013. The government target of 85
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percent achievement for NCEA level 2 was not reached nationally in any of the years
covered. While it was not reached in the Wairarapa either, the Wairarapa results were
higher than the New Zealand total in every year from 2009 to 2013 for both females and
males.

Rates of achieving NCEA level 3 or University Entrance fluctuated during the period 2009 to
2013 for the Wairarapa and nationally. The rates reached as high as 50 percent.

The percentages of school leavers retained in school to the age of 17 or above are not
significantly different for schools in the Wairarapa and nationally. They fluctuated slightly
around the 80 percent level across the 2009 to 2013 period covered.

Rates of Wairarapa students with no NCEA qualifications going on to targeted training
declined over the period. By comparison, rates for similar students nationally have tended to
increase over the 2009 to 2013 period, and are higher than for Wairarapa students.

Lower percentages of Wairarapa students with NCEA level 3 went on to tertiary education
than for New Zealand as a whole.

Percentages of Wairarapa students with University Entrance going on to tertiary education
were very slightly lower than for New Zealand as a whole.

Outcomes for Pasifika in Wairarapa were lower than for Pasifika nationwide in all outcome
areas except for Level 7 (Bachelor) qualification and above.

OQut comes for Maor.i i n rt hteh awha i froarr aMpaao rwie rnea thii ognhvei d
outcomes of being retained at school at age 17, gaining NCEA level 2 by 18 years of age,
and tertiary enrol ment. At the same ti me, Wai r a

achieving Level 4 (certificate) qualifications and above, and Level 7 (Bachelor) level
gualification and above.

Maori were more |ikely than Pasifika to | eave sc
l' i kely to have |l eft with only NCEA | evel 1. Abc
with some NCEA credits but | ess than | evel 1 att

with no formal attainment than were Pasifika young people.

Overalll, Wairarapa student s outcome rates wer e
retained at school at age 17, and gaining NCEA level 2 by 18 years of age. They were lower

for tertiary enrolment, for achieving Level 4 (certificate) qualifications and above, and

achieving Level 7 (Bachelor) qualification and above.

Employment

Nationally, 48% of secondary school students reported having some paid employment in the
previous 12 months, including 26% with a regular part-time job, 15% with occasional work
during the school term, and 19% with a school holiday job. Nineteen percent of all students
had worked in a family business without payment in the last 12 months. Older students and
those from rural areas were most likely to have regular paid part-time employment. For
students in paid and unpaid employment 75% had worked less than 10 hours in the previous
week, and about 5% of those in employment had worked 20 hours or more in the last week.
About 10% of those in employment had been injured at work in the previous year.



Employment rates are slightly higher for 15 to 24 year olds in Wairarapa and the Wellington
region than for those in New Zealand as a whole. The Wairarapa and Wellington region
rates are almost the same.

The percentages of 15 to 19 year olds and 20 to 24 year olds who were Not in Employment,
Education or Training (NEET) in the Wellington region were lower than for New Zealand in
the years 2008 to 2014, except for 2013 when Wellington region rates were higher. In view
of the close similarity between work and labour force status for the Wairarapa and
Wellington region, it is likely that the NEET percentages for the Wairarapa are also similar to
those for the Wellington region.

Unsurprisingly, in view of the high rates of retention in school to age 17, the NEET rates for
those aged 15 to 19 were lower than for those aged 20 to 24.

Means tested benefits

Sixteen to 18 year olds in the Wairarapa are more likely to be receiving a means tested
benefit than 16 to 18 year olds in general, nationally. The exception is for sickness related
benefits which are not dissimilar at 43 percent for Wairarapa and 40 percent for New
Zealand as a whole.

Education/Training

The Wairarapa Safer Community Trust (WSCT), as the contract holder for the Ministry of

Social Development’s Youth Service is responsibl
or those at risk of becoming NEET, in education and training. The service is targeted at

individuals identified by the Ministry of Social Development as being at greatest risk of long

term benefit dependency.

The percentage participation rates for NEET youth in the Wairarapa has been lower overall
than for the country as a whole.

The percentage participation rates for youth receiving Youth Payment (YP) and Young
Parent Payment (YPP) in the Wairarapa has been higher overall than for all sites.

Conclusions

This report has provided comparative information about the relative positions of the
Wairarapa and New Zealand in relation to the five SST outcome areas

Overall, the analysis has shown that for most outcome areas the differences between the
Wairarapa and New Zealand are small and the proportions of young people who have been
identified as being involved in risky behaviour of one sort or another are few.

The outcome area for which the Wairarapa situation is most different from the national
situation is alcohol and drug use. In the 2014 year, although the numbers were small, the
percentage involved in alcohol or drug use for the Wairarapa was twice the national average.

The outcome area for which Wairarapa young people were most adversely affected was
engagement in further education and training for those who were not employed. Their rates
of non-engagement were higher than national rates, and a much higher percentage of them
were affected than for any other outcome area.
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Unjustified absence from school rates for Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole were very
similar and only a small minority of students were involved.

The percentages of 10 to 16 year olds facing court charges in the Wairarapa were slightly
higher than for New Zealand as a whole and only a very small minority of young people
come before the courts.

The percentages of young people seen by specialist AOD services are small but the
Wairarapa percentage is twice the national one.

Percentage rates of STl infections were slightly higher in the Wairarapa than for New
Zealand as a whole.

Achievement of NCEA level 2 was higher in the Wairarapa than for New Zealand as a whole,
but the percentages of unemployed young people who were engaging in further education
and training in Wairarapa were lower than for New Zealand as a whole. The percentage not
engaged was 41 percent.

The fact that the Wairarapa is not so different from the rest of New Zealand and that the
rates of engagement identified in the various areas of risky behaviour are small, should not
be taken to suggest that efforts need not be made to improve the situation for the young
people living in the Wairarapa.

The snapshot of information provided in this report can be combined with the associated
snapshot of existing services and needs in the Wairarapa to indicate the areas towards
which efforts can best be directed, and to the nature of those efforts.
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Introduction
The analyses in this report have been carried out to inform the Wairarapa SST Snapshot
and Mapping Project. This report aims to provide information about the following five SST
outcome areas:

1. Truancy

2. Offending

3. Alcohol and drug use

4. Risky sexual behaviour

5. Participation in education, training and employment
The report uses site level data provided by the five government agencies®, and compares
Wairarapa site level results with national data. Census data from Statistics New Zealand are
also used. Where possible the discussion is supported with national level information from
the New Zealand Health Survey (Ministry of Health, 2014) and the Youth2000 Survey (Clark,
et al., 2013).

Additional background information is provided about age group distributions and receipt of
means tested benefits for Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole.

While the target group for the SST is young people aged 12 to 18, the available data doesn ' t
match this range exactly. The results reported here use the available age group ranges that
most closely match the target of 10-18.

All charts in this report have been constructed from the available data, except for the two
charts concerning risky sexual behaviour, which already existed within additional health
related data provided to the Wairarapa Trial by Compass Health Wairarapa.

The discussion of results for each of the five SST outcome areas concludes with a top-line
summary chart comparing the positions of the Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole in
relation to the particular outcome area.

Background information

Age distribution

Figure 1 shows that the percentage representation of the 10 to 19 years age group in the
Wairarapa population is very slightly |l ower than
representation in the total New Zealand population.

The representation of the ages 20 to 39 is noticeably lower than for New Zealand as a
whole, while the ages 55 and above are noticeable higher.

Figure 2 to Figure 6 show age, gender and ethnic distributions for the Wairarapa and New
Zealand in more detail.

3 The five government agencies consist of the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Social Development,
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice and the New Zealand Police.
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Figure 1. Age distribution?

Population pyramid showing age distribution (%) for
New Zealand and the Wairarapa, 2013

20 15 10 5 0 5 10 15 20

M Total New Zealand  ® Total Wairarapa

Figure 2 shows that the age group and gender compositions within the 10 to 14, 15 to 19
and 10 to 19 age groups for the Wairarapa and for New Zealand as a whole are very similar
for all ethnicities combined.

Figure 2. National and Wairarapa distributions of all ethnicities for 10-19 year olds by
gender®

National and Wairarapa distributions of all
ethnicities 10-19 year olds by gender

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
10-19 10-19 10-19 10-14 10-14 10-14 15-19 15-19 1519

All ethnicities
m % Wairarapa m% NZ

Figure 3 shows that the representations of 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 10 to 19 year old
Europeans in the Wairarapa are higher than in New Zealand as a whole.

4 Source data: Census 2013 (Statistics NZ, 2015a)
5 Source data: Census 2013 (Statistics NZ, 2015a)
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Figure 3. National and Wairarapa distributions of 10-19 year old Europeans by gender®

National and Wairarapa distributions of
European 10-19 year olds by gender

European

m % Wairarapa ®% NZ

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
10-19 10-19 10-19 10-14 10-14 10-14 15-19 15-19 1519

Figure 4 shows that the representations of 10to 14, 15t019and1 0 t o
the Wairarapa are about the same as in New Zealand as a whole.

Figure 4. National and Wairarapa distributions of 10-1 9 y e ar

ol

19

d

National and Wairarapa distributions of Maori 10-
19 year olds by gender

15

Maori

m % Wairarapa m% NZ

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
10-19 10-19 10-19 10-14 10-14 10-14 1519 1519 15-19

year

Maor i

Figure 5 shows that the representations of 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 10 to 19 year old Pasifika

in the Wairarapa are much lower than in New Zealand as a whole.

6 Source data: Census 2013 (Statistics NZ, 2015a)
14
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Figure 5. National and Wairarapa distributions of 10-19 year old Pasifika by gender’

National and Wairarapa distributions of Pasifika
10-19 year olds by gender

10

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
10-19 10-19 10-19 10-14 10-14 10-14 1519 1519 15-19

Pacific

m % Wairarapa m% NZ

Figure 6 shows that the representations of 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 10 to 19 year olds of Other
ethnicities in the Wairarapa are much lower than in New Zealand as a whole.

Figure 6. National and Wairarapa distributions of 10-19 year olds of other ethnicity by
gender®

National and Wairarapa distributions of Other
ethnicity 10-19 year olds by gender

20

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
10-19 10-19 10-19 10-14 10-14 10-14 1519 1519 15-19

Other ethnicity
m % Wairarapa m% NZ

1. Truancy

The 2012 Youth2000 survey found that 95% of students considered it somewhat important
or very important that they attend school every day. At the same time, however, 23% of
students had been truant from school for at least one day in the previous year. Skipping or
wagging school for a whole day in the previous 12 months was more common among older
students aged 17 years or older (31%) and among students from more deprived
neighbourhoods (30%) (Clark, et al., 2013).

7 Source data: Census 2013 (Statistics NZ, 2015a)
8 Source data: Census 2013 (Statistics NZ, 2015a)
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Survey results for the Wairarapa specifically, are not available, but some indication of how
Wairarapa school students might compare with their peers nationwide is provided by
information about unjustified absences from school in the Wairarapa and New Zealand as a
whole.

Figure 7 shows that unjustified absence® rates for the Wairarapa over the three years from
2011 to 2013 tended to fluctuate more than rates for New Zealand as a whole. They were
also higher than national rates in two of the three years.

Figure 7. Unjustified absence'®

Total Unjustified Absence Rate (%)
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°The attendance survey @ff ovd desl aat tsenmpasrhmd fr om

school year. Absence and attendance were collected for each student for each day of the week.

It is not compulsory for schools to send their attendance data to the Ministry of Education. The overall
quality of attendance data is naturally limited by what schools are able to provide, and what teachers
have recorded day-by-day. Follow-up is typically preformed with schools providing low-quality data,
however data quality issues cannot be resolved for a variety of reasons.

10 Source data: Ministry of Education attendance data provided to the the Wairarapa Trial (MoE, nd)
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Figure 8 provides a summary comparison of the unjustified absence rates for Wairarapa and
New Zealand as a whole based on the average of the 2011 to 2013 figures. It shows that
the differences are very small and a small minority of students are involved in unjustified
absence from school.

Figure 8. Extent of Unjustified Absence remaining in the Wairarapa and New Zealand

Extent of Unjustified Absence remaining in the
Wairarapa and New Zealand

Wairarapa

NZ Total

m Rate of non-absence m Remaining rate of unjustified absence

2. Offending
Overall youth offending rates have tended to fall in the Wairarapa and across New Zealand
during the two years 2013 to 2015.** There are some exceptions, though.

lllicit drug offences

Figure 9 shows that numbers of illicit drug offenders fell by 40 percent in the Wairarapa,
whereas they rose by 15 percent across New Zealand. However, as shown in Figure 10, the
number of illicit drug proceedings increased in the Wairarapa while they fell across all New
Zealand. This suggests that while the numbers of illicit drug offenders in the Wairarapa have
tended to reduce, the remaining offenders have been implicated in more offences.

Property damage and environmental pollution
Figure 9 shows an increase in the numbers of people carrying out property damage and
environmental pollution offences in the Wairarapa and a reduction in numbers across all

11 This period has been used because it is the most recent period for which full data were available.
17



New Zealand. However, Figure 10 shows a reduction in numbers of proceedings for these
offences in the Wairarapa (and for all New Zealand). This suggests that in the Wairarapa
the numbers of offenders have increased but the numbers of offences carried out by each
offender has fallen.

Unlawful entry with intent/burglary, break and enter

In common with property damage related offences, Figure 9 shows an increase in the
numbers of people carrying out burglary related offences in the Wairarapa and a reduction in
numbers across all New Zealand. However, Figure 10 shows a reduction in numbers of
proceedings for these offences in the Wairarapa (and for all New Zealand). This suggests
that in the Wairarapa the numbers of offenders have increased but the numbers of offences
carried out by each offender has fallen.

Figure 9. Offender count changes?'?

12 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided to the the Wairarapa Trial (MoJ, nd)
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Offender count changes for the period 2013-2015, 12-18
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Figure 10. Proceeding count changes®®
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Traffic offences

Figure 11 shows that numbers of traffic offences carried out by 12 to 18 year olds in the
Wairarapa have decreased for all offence types in the two years 2013 to 2015 except for a
small increase in Graduated driver licence breaches. The average changes across all New
Zealand for the same period were also negative except for Graduated driver licence
breaches and Failure to obey officer which both increased.

13 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided to the the Wairarapa Trial (MoJ, nd)
20



Figure 11. Traffic offences!*

Traffic offences for the period 2013-2015
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Gender, age and ethnicity

Gender

Court records for 2013 and 2014 show that the great majority of those young people charged
for offences were males for Masterton and New Zealand as a whole. The results are
summarised in Figure 12 and show ratios of approximately four males to every one female

charged with an offence. 1°

14 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoJ, nd)
15 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoJ, nd)
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Figure 12. Percentages of male and female youth facing charges in Masterton and New
Zealand in 2013 and 2014
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Age and ethnicity

There are significant ethnic differences in the percentages of young people charged with
offences in both the Wairarapa (Masterton Court) and New Zealand as a whole. Figure 13
shows that the majority of those charged
Other.

Figure 13. Percentages of young people aged 10-16 charged with offences, by ethnicity®
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Figure 14 shows that offending increases with age between the ages of 10 to 16 in the
Wairarapa and nationally. Rates fluctuate between 2013 and 2014.

16 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoJ, nd)
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Figure 14. Percentages of young people aged 10-16 charged with offences, by age'’
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Charge categories

Figure 15 shows the distribution of charge categories faced by young people aged 10 to 16
for Wairarapa and New Zealand in 2013 and 2014. The categories are nhumbered 1 to 4 in
order of their seriousness.

Category 1 offences are the least serious, being punishable with a maximum penalty of a
fine only or an infringement offence, which is commenced by filing a charging document
under the Criminal Procedure Act 2011 rather than by using an infringement notice.

Category 2 offences are punishable by a term of imprisonment of less than two years; or not
punishable by a term of imprisonment but punishable by a community based sentence.

Category 3 offences are punishable by imprisonment for life or by imprisonment for 2 years
or more (except those listed in Schedule 1 of the Criminal Procedure Act, for example,
murder and manslaughter).

Category 4 offences are listed in Schedule 1 of the Criminal Procedure Act (for example,
murder and manslaughter).

Figure 15 shows that the majority of charges faced by young people aged 10 to 16 in the
Wairarapa and in New Zealand are for category 2 and 3 offences. The largest category is
category 3, which involves offences punishable by imprisonment for at least 2 years.

It seems surprising that young people in this age group are facing more charges for higher
category offences than for the lower category 1. Perhaps it is the case that many category 1
offences were not formally charged, or resulted in section 282 discharges as noted below
under Sentencing. Table 1 shows that the actual numbers of charges are small in the
Wairarapa.

17 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoJ, nd)
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Figure 15. Distribution of charge categories for young people aged 10-16, for Wairarapa and
New Zealand*®
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Table 1. Numbers of 10 to 16 year olds charged, by charge category for the Wairarapa and
New Zealand in 2013 and 2014

CHARGE CATEGORIES
Y A
ear rea Categoryl | Category2 | Category3 | Category4
Total NZ 429 3447 4338 2
2013
Masterton 6 34 48 0
Total NZ 202 2052 2309 0
2014
Masterton 6 19 22 0
Sentencing

Figure 16 shows the distributions of sentencing orders for young people aged 10-16, for
Wairarapa and New Zealand in 2013 and 2014. The most noticeable feature of this
distribution are the Wairarapa increases in 2014 in supervision related sentences and
community work. These increases coincide with a reduction in discharges under section 282
of the CYPF Act 1989, with a withdrawal of the charge.

Figure 17 provides a summary comparison of the percentages of 10 to 16 year olds facing
court charges for Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole based on the average of the 2013
and 2014 figures. It shows a slightly higher percentage for the Wairarapa, but the
differences are very small and it is a very small minority of young people who come before
the courts.

18 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided to the the Wairarapa Trial (MoJ, nd)
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Figure 16. Distribution of sentencing orders for young people aged 10-16, for Wairarapa and
New Zealand in 2013 and 2014°
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Figure 17. Percentages of 10 to 16 year olds facing court charges for Wairarapa and New
Zealand

Percentages of 10 to 16 year olds facing court
charges for Wairarapa and New Zealand
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3. Alcohol and drug use

The New Zealand Health Survey (Ministry of Health, 2013 & 2014) found that 59% of New
Zealanders aged 15 to 17 drank alcohol in the 2013/2014 year (compared to 75% in

19 Source data: Ministry of Justice data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoJ, nd)
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2006/07), with 82% consuming two or more alcoholic drinks in the previous three months
and 36% doing so in the previous week (Ministry of Health, 2014; Ministry of Health, 2013).

The Health Promotion Agency (HPA) Attitudes and Behaviour towards Alcohol Survey
(ABAS) found for the New Zealanders aged 15 to 17 who had consumed two or more
alcoholic drinks in the previous three months, that for their last occasion 52%had consumed
beer, 50% had consumed ready-to-drinks (RTDs), 46% had consumed spirits, 19% had
consumed cider and 18% had consumed wine. For their last drinking occasion, males were
more likely (64%) to consume beer than were females (34%), while females (73%, 53-87%)
were more likely (73%) to have consumed RTDs than were males (34%) (Holland, 2015).

ABAS results also showed that on their last drinking occasion, 65%) of 15 to 17-year-olds
consumed alcohol at a risky level by consuming five or more alcoholic drinks on one
occasion, 30% consumed five to seven alcoholic drinks, and 35% consumed eight or more.
Thirty-five percent consumed two to four alcoholic drinks on the last occasion (Holland,
2015).

The 2012 survey of secondary school students in the Youth2000 Survey Series found that
57% of students had ever tried alcohol, with 8% drinking alcohol weekly or more frequently
and 23% reporting having engaged in binge drinking (five or more alcoholic drinks within four
hours) in the previous four weeks. Current drinkers reported a range of problems occurring
after drinking alcohol, including unsafe sex (12%), unwanted sex (5%), or injuries (15%).
Eleven percent of current drinkers reported having been advised by family or friends to drink
less. Parents were the most common source of alcohol (60%) followed by friends (44%),
and someone else to buying alcohol for them (30%); 11% of students bought their alcohol
themselves (Clark, et al., 2013).

The 2012 Youth2000 survey also found that 23% of students had used marijuana at some
time, while 13% currently used it. Three percent of reported using marijuana weekly or more
often and 21% of all students who had ever used it reported doing so before or during
school. Attempts to give up or reduce marijuana use were reported by 34% of current users
(Clark, et al., 2013).

Survey results for the Wairarapa, specifically, are not available, but some indication of how
Wairarapa school students might compare with their peers nationwide is provided by
information about school stand-downs and suspensions for drug and alcohol use.

Figure 18 and Figure 19 show overall higher proportions of drug and alcohol related stand-
downs and suspensions for school students in the Wairarapa compared to New Zealand as
a whole, over the period 2009 to 2013. While results fluctuate over the period, the
proportions of stand-downs and suspensions for drug and alcohol use are higher in the
Wairarapa than for New Zealand as a whole.
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Figure 18. Stand-downs for drug and alcohol use?®
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Figure 19. Suspensions for drug and alcohol use?!
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Figure 20 shows the percentages of Wairarapa and New Zealand 12 to 19 year olds seen by

specialist AOD (Alcohol or Drug) services by year over the period July 2013 to June 2015.
Percentages are shownforMa or i -Maonoh and al l 12 to l1l9angear ol
New Zealand. The results show that tahgedfrone2.8do2rit ages f
times those for non- Ma o in the Wairarapa, and from 3.5 to 3.1 times in New Zealand as a

whole. While the Wairarapa percentages are higher than those for New Zealand they have

tended to decline over the period, while the rates for New Zealand have increased.

20 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
21 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
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Figure 20. Percentages of Wairarapa 12-19 year olds seen by specialist AOD services,
August 2012 to June 2014%
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Figure 21 provides a summary comparison of the percentages Wairarapa 12 to 19 year olds
being seen or not being seen by specialist alcohol or drug services in the year to June 2014.
While the percentages are small the Wairarapa percentage is 1.6 times the national one.

Figure 21. Percentages of 12-19 year olds being seen or not needing to be seen by
specialist AOD services in the Wairarapa and New Zealand (2015)%3
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22 Source: MOH Policy Priority 6 measure. "PP6 - Improving the health status of people with severe
mental illness through improved access"

23 Source: MOH Policy Priority 6 measure. "PP6 - Improving the health status of people with severe
mental illness through improved access"
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4. Risky sexual behaviour

In the national 2012 Youth2000 survey (Clark, et al., 2013) about 75% of secondary school
students reported never having had sexual intercourse, with 25% of male students and 24%
of female students reporting ever having had sex. Eighteen percent of male students and
19% of female students reported having had sex in the previous three months. Older
students were more likely to have had sex and to be currently sexually active. Among
sexually active students 44% had spoken with their partner about preventing sexually
transmitted infections (STIs), 58% reported using contraception every time to prevent
pregnancy and 46% reported using condoms every time to protect against STIs. At the
same time, 17% of sexually active students reported not using, or only sometimes using
condoms or other contraception. Younger students and those from neighbourhoods with
high levels of deprivation were less likely to use contraceptives than older students and
those from less deprived areas. Overall reported condom use to prevent STIs remained
similar across the three Youth2000 surveys for 2001 (49%), 2007 (45%) and 2012 (46%)
(Clark, et al., 2013).

Survey results for the Wairarapa, specifically, are not available, but some indications of how
Wairarapa youth compare with their peers nationwide are provided by Ministry of Health
DHB data for teenage births, terminations, and sexually transmitted infections.

Figure 22 shows that, with one exception, teenage birth rates have been higher in the

Wairarapa DHB area than for all DHBs over the period 2010 to 2014. The exception is for

non-Ma o r i females in 2012/20183. Rates for Maor.i
than fornon-Ma o r i

Figure 22. Teenage birth rates per 1,000 teenage females®*
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Figure 23 shows teenage pregnancy termination rates have tended to fall, overall, during the
period 2008 to 2014, for the Wairarapa DHB and all DHBs. However, while the period 2012
to 2014 shows a marked fall in rates for the Wairarapa DHB total and for Wairarapa non-
Maore,rdahes for Maor i i ncreased.

24 Source: Compass Health Wairarapa (CHW, nd)
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Figure 23. Teenage pregnancy termination rates®
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The Institute of Environmental Science and Research (ESR) in its notes in the Public Health
Sur veil | an c Ehereismaeaxual healthalinic ih Wairarapa DHB. Services are
provided through primary care.”® As a result, reports of sexual health related consultations
in the Wairarapa are not available from the Public Health Surveillance reports based on
information provided by DHBs.?” However, the ESR Surveillance reports do publish the
results of laboratory diagnoses of sexually transmitted infections and these are shown in
Figure 24.

Figure 24. Rates per 1000,000 of gonorrhea and chlamydia infection diagnosed in 2013 for
15 to 19 year olds in Wairarapa and New Zealand?®
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Figure 24 shows the rates of infection per 100,000 for gonorrhea and chlamydia among 15
to 19 year olds in the Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole. Rates for 10 to 14 year olds
with diagnosed infections were not reported by ESR because the numbers were too low (one

25 Source: Compass Health Wairarapa (CHW, nd)

26 See the bottom of this web page:
https://surv.esr.cri.nz/surveillance/quarterly_sticlinic.php?we_objectID=4166

27 ESR. (2014) Surveillance Report: Sexually transmitted infections in New Zealand 2013. Porirua:
New Zealand

28 ESR. (2014) Surveillance Report: Sexually transmitted infections in New Zealand 2013. Porirua:
New Zealand
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case of gonorrhea and four of chlamydia). The results show that the gonorrhea rate for
Wairarapa is lower than the rate for New Zealand and the Wairarapa chlamydia rate is
higher. When gonorrhea and chlamydia infection rates are combined the Wairarapa
combined rate is slightly higher than the New Zealand combined rate.

Figure 25 provides a summary comparison of the percentage rates of STl infections and
non-infection for Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole. It shows that Wairarapa rates of
STl infection are slightly higher than for New Zealand as a whole.

Figure 25. Percentage rates of STI non-infection and infection among 15 to 19 year olds in
the Wairarapa and New Zealand (2013)

Percentage rates of STI non-infection and
infection among 15 to 19 year olds in the
Wairarapa and New Zealand (2013)

Wairarapa

New
Zealand

E Not infected with ST H |nfected with STI

5. Participation in education, employment and training

Education

Figure 26 and Figure 27 show that Wairarapa achievement rates for NCEA levels 1 and 2
were slightly higher than those for New Zealand as a whole during the period 2009 to 2013.
The government target of 85 percent achievement for NCEA level 2 by 2017 was not
reached nationally in any of the years covered. It was not reached in the Wairarapa,
however the Wairarapa results were higher than the New Zealand total in every year from
2009 to 2013.
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Figure 26. Percentages achieving NCEA level 1 or above?®
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Figure 27. Percentages achieving NCEA level 2 or above®°
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Figure 28 shows the percentages of Wairarapa and New Zealand school leavers with level
2 NCEA or above by gender. It reveals that Wairarapa females and males had slightly
higher rates of leaving school with NCEA level 2 or above than their peers nationwide.

29 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
30 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
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Figure 28. Percentages of school leavers from Wairarapa with NCEA level 2 or above, by
gender (2013) 3
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Figure 29 shows fluctuating rates of achieving NCEA level 3 or University Entrance during
the period 2009 to 2013 for the Wairarapa and nationally. The rates reach as high as 50
percent.

Figure 29. Percentages achieving NCEA level 3 or UE®*?
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31 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
32 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
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Figure 30 shows that the percentages of school leavers retained in school to the age of 17 or
above are not significantly different for schools in the Wairarapa and nationally. They
fluctuate slightly around the 80 percent level across the 2009 to 2013 period covered.

Figure 30. Percentages of school leavers retained to age 17 or above®?
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Figure 31 shows declining rates of Wairarapa students with no NCEA qualifications going on
to targeted training. By comparison, rates for similar students nationally have tended to
increase over the 2009 to 2013 period, and are higher than for Wairarapa students.

Figure 31. Percentage of students with no NCEA qualification going on to targeted training®*
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Figure 32 shows lower percentages of Wairarapa students with NCEA level 3 going on to
tertiary education than for New Zealand as a whole.

33 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
34 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
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Figure 32. Percentage of students with NCEA level 3 going on to tertiary education®
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Figure 33 shows very slightly lower percentages of Wairarapa students with University

Entrance going on to tertiary education than for New Zealand as a whole.

Figure 33. Percentage of students with University Entrance going on to tertiary education in

2008-2013%*
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Figure 34 and Figure35s how t he di stri butions

of

di f finer ent

relation to Maori nationwide, for Pasifika in relation to Pasifika nationwide and total ethnicity

35 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
36 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
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for the Wairarapa and New Zealand, respectively, in 2013. The differences are detailed
further, below.

Figure 34. Educational outcomes by Maori, Pasifika, and total ethnicity for Wairarapa in
2013%¥
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Figure 35. Educational outcomes by Maori, Pasifika, and total ethnicity for New Zealand in
201338
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37 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
38 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
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Figure 36 shows the percentages of Wairarapa students who left school without achieving
NCEA Level 2, by their highest attainment and Ma o r i
i w eharePagifikartodeavie sckoel with at least 30 level 2 credits and
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Figure 36. Percentage of school leavers from Wairarapa who did not achieve Level 2, by
highest attainment & ethnicity (2013)
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The differences between outcomes by ethnicity that are summarised in Figure 34 and Figure
35 are detailed in Table 2. Table 2 shows the percentage point difference between the New

Zealand rate and the Wairarapa rate for each outcome, by ethnicity, in 2013. A negative

value in Table 2 indicates that the level of achievement for a particular outcome is lower in

the Wairarapa than in New Zealand as a whole. A positive value means that the level of

achievement for a particular outcome is higher in the Wairarapa than in New Zealand as a

whole.
Table 2. Educational outcomes, Wairarapa, 2013%
Outcome- Percentage point differences betwe®t¥ and Wairarapa
(Negative value indicates Wairarapa is lower than NZ, positive v
means Wairarapa is higher)
Ethnicity Tertiary Level 4 plus (Bgﬁxit;s)
Retained in| Achieved | education (certificate) plus
school at | NCEA 2 at| participation | achievement achievement
age 17 age 18 rate rate rate
Pasifika
students -9.8 -10.8 -7.2 -9.0 6.1
Maori
students 2.3 4.1 2.0 -4.8 -1.8
All
students 0.4 4.4 -4.5 -6.5 -6.5

3% Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
40 Source data: Ministry of Education data provided by the Data Measurement Group (MoE, nd)
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The results in Table 2 show that the outcomes for Pasifika in Wairarapa were lower than for
Pasifika nationwide in all outcome areas except for Level 7 (Bachelors) level qualification
and above.

By contrast, o unthebWamrapa tvaverhighd@ttean forMa o r i nafori onwi de
the outcomes of being retained at school at age 17, gaining NCEA level 2 by 18 years of
age, and tertiary enrol ment. At the sdane t i me,

for Maor i fonahievinghevel 4 (eertificate) qualifications and above, and lower for
achieving Level 7 (Bachelors) level qualification and above.

Overall, for all ethnicities, Wai r ar apa student s’ outcome rates we
levels for being retained at school at age 17, and gaining NCEA level 2 by 18 years of age.

They were lower for tertiary enrolment, for achieving Level 4 (certificate) qualifications and

above, and achieving Level 7 (Bachelors) qualification and above.

Figure 37 provides a summary comparison of the percentages of young people achieving
and not achieving NCEA level 2 in the Wairarapa and New Zealand as a whole. It shows
that Wairarapa rates of achievement are higher than for New Zealand as a whole.

Figure 37. Percentages of young people achieving NCEA level 2 in the Wairarapa and New
Zealand in 2013

Percentgages of young people achieving NCEA
level 2 in the Wairarapa and New Zealand in 2013

Wairarapa

NZ Total

m Achieved NCEA level 2 m®Not achieved NCEA level 2

Employment

The 2012 Youth2000 survey (Clark, et al., 2013) found that 48% of students reported having
some paid employment in the previous 12 months, including 26% with a regular part-time
job, 15% with occasional work during the school term, and 19% with a school holiday job.
Nineteen percent of all students had worked in a family business without payment in the last
12 months. Older students and those from rural areas were most likely to have regular paid
part-time employment. For students in paid and unpaid employment 75% had worked less
than 10 hours in the previous week, and about 5% of those in employment had worked 20
hours or more in the last week. About 10% of those in employment had been injured at work
in the previous year (Clark, et al., 2013).
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Survey results for the Wairarapa, specifically, are not available, but some indications of how
Wairarapa youth compare with their peers nationwide are provided by data from the
Statistics New Zealand Census 2013 and Household Labour Force Survey (HLFS).

Figure 38 shows that employment rates are slightly higher for 15 to 24 year olds in
Wairarapa and the Wellington region than for those in New Zealand as a whole. The
Wairarapa and Wellington region rates are almost the same. (The reason for including the
Wellington region will be explained in the discussion of NEETs (Not in Education,
Employment or Training) below.)

Figure 38. Work and labour force status for 15 to 24 year olds for Wairarapa, New Zealand
and Wellington*!

Work and labour force status for 15 to 24 year
olds for Wairarapa, New Zealand and Wellington,
2013
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Means tested benefits

Figure 39 shows that 16 to 18 year olds in the Wairarapa are more likely to be receiving a
means tested benefit than 16 to 18 year olds in general, nationally. The exception is for
sickness related benefits which are almost identical at 43 percent for Wairarapa and 40
percent for New Zealand as a whole.

41 Census 2013 (Statistics NZ, 2015b)
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Figure 39. Means tested benefits*?

% of 16-18 year olds receiving means tested benefits
in Wairarapa and NZ for 2013

O = N Wk o
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mWairarapa mNew Zealand

IB = Invalid's Benefit, IYB = Independent Youth Benefit, SB related = Sickness Benefit and
Sickness Benefit Hardship, UB related = Unemployment Benefit and Unemployment Benefit
Hardship, JS related = Jobseeker Support, SLP = Supported Living Payment, YP/YPP = Youth
Payment and Young Parent Payment.

Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET)

Figure 40 and Figure 41 show, respectively, the percentages of 15 to 19 year olds and 20 to
24 year olds who were NEET in the Wellington region and New Zealand in the years 2008 to
2014. The Wellington region data are used instead of Wairarapa level data because NEET
related data are only available from Statistics New Zealand at Regional Council level and not
at the Territorial Authority level. In view of the close similarity between work and labour force
status for the Wairarapa and Wellington region shown in Figure 38 above, it is likely that the
NEET percentages for the Wairarapa are also similar to those for the Wellington region.

Figure 40. Percentages of NEET 15 to 19 year olds in Wellington region and New Zealand,
2008 to 2014*

42 Ministry of Social Development Business Reporting Team (MSD, 2015)
43 Source data: Statistics NZ HLFS (Statistics NZ, 2015c)
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Percentages of NEET 15 to 19 year olds in
Wellington region and New Zealand, 2008 to 2014
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Figure 41. Percentages of NEET 20 to 24 year olds in Wellington region and New Zealand,
2008 to 20144

Percentages of NEET 20 to 24 year olds in
Wellington region and New Zealand, 2008 to 2014
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Apart from 2013, the Wellington NEET rates were lower than those for New Zealand, for
both age groups. Unsurprisingly, in view of the high rates of retention in school to age 17,
the NEET rates for those aged 15 to 19 are lower than for those aged 20 to 24.

Education/Training

The Wairarapa Safer Community Trust (WSCT), as the contract holder of the Ministry of
Social Development’ s Y o ut his r8spansibie foeengaging NEET 16 and 17 year olds,
or those at risk of becoming NEET, in education and training. The Service is targeted at
individuals identified by MSD Service Delivery as being at greatest risk of long term benefit
dependency. Figure 42 and Figure 43 show, respectively, the percentages of NEET and YP
(Youth receiving Youth Payment) and YPP (youth receiving Young Parent Payment) who

44 Source data: Statistics NZ HLFS (Statistics NZ, 2015c)
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have engaged in full time education or training through their engagement with the WSCT in
the Wairarapa, and Nationally. The Figures show and compare the Wairarapa participation
rates with those achieved nationally during the period July 2013 to March 2015.

Figure 42 shows that the percentage participation rates for NEET youth in the Wairarapa has
been lower overall than for the country as a whole. The mean percentages over the period
are shown in Figure 44.

Figure 43 shows that the percentage participation rates for YP and YPP youth in the
Wairarapa has been higher overall than for all sites. The mean percentages over the period
are shown in Figure 44.

Figure 42. Percentage Participation in Full Time Education/Training by NEET youth in
Wairarapa and New Zealand*®, 46
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Figure 43. Percentage Participation in Full Time Education/Training by YP and YPP youth in
Wairarapa and New Zealand*’

45 Source: SST site quarterly reports
46 No NEET results were reported for January 2015
47 Source: SST site quarterly reports (SST, nd)
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Percentage Participation in Full Time
Education/Training by YP and YPP youth in
Wairarapa and New Zealand
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As noted above, Figure 44 shows the mean, or average, of the 21 months of data covered
by the period July 2013 to March 2015. It shows the better overall results for the Wairarapa
for engaging YP and YPP youth, and lower results for NEET youth.

Figure 44. Mean percentage participation in education/training, July 2013 to March 20154
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education/training, July 2013 to March 2015
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Figure 45 provides a summary comparison of the Percentages of YP, YPP and NEET young
people engaging or not engaging in training in Wairarapa and nationally. It shows that
Wairarapa rates of engagement are lower than for New Zealand as a whole.

48 Source: SST site quarterly reports (SST, nd)
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Figure 45. Percentages of YP, YPP & NEET young people engaging or not engaging in
training in Wairarapa and nationally

Percentages of YP, YPP & NEET young people
engaging or not engaging in training in
Wairarapa and nationally in New Zealand

Wairarapa

NZ Total

mYP, YPP & NEET Engaged in training
mYP, YPP & NEET Not engaged in training

Conclusions

The focus of this report has been to provide comparative information about the relative
positions of the Wairarapa and New Zealand in relation to the five SST outcome areas:
truancy; offending; alcohol and drug use; risky sexual behaviour; and participation in
education, training and employment.

Overall, the analysis has shown that for most outcome areas the differences between the
Wairarapa and New Zealand are small and the proportions of young people who have been
identified as being involved in risky behaviour of one sort or another are few.

The outcome area for which the Wairarapa situation is most different from the national

situation is alcohol and drug use as measured by numbers of referrals of young people to

specialist AOD services. In the 2014 year the percentage involved in alcohol or drug use for

the Wairarapa was twice the national average. Fur t her mor e, the percentage
people in the Wairarapa is more than twice thenon-Ma or i per cent age demonstr
distinct cultural disparity.

The outcome area for which Wairarapa young people were most adversely affected was
engagement in further education and training for those who were not employed. Their rates
of non-engagement were higher than national rates, and a much higher percentage of them
were affected than for any other outcome area.

Looking at each outcome area in turn:

The analysis has found that unjustified absence rates for Wairarapa and New Zealand as a
whole were very similar and only a small minority of students were involved in unjustified
absence from school.
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The percentages of 10 to 16 year olds facing court charges in the Wairarapa were slightly
higher than for New Zealand as a whole, but the differences were very small and it is only a
very small minority of young people who come before the courts.

While the percentages of young people seen by specialist AOD services are small, the
Wairarapa percentage is twice the national one.

Percentage rates of STI infections were slightly higher in the Wairarapa than for New
Zealand as a whole.

The achievement of NCEA level 2 was higher in the Wairarapa than for New Zealand as a
whole. The percentages of unemployed young people who were engaging in further
education and training in Wairarapa were lower than for New Zealand as a whole, and the
percentage not engaged high at 41 percent.

The fact that the Wairarapa is not so different from the rest of New Zealand and that the
rates of engagement identified in the various areas of risky behaviour are small, should not
be taken to suggest that efforts need not be made to improve the situation for the young
people living in the Wairarapa.

The snapshot of information provided in this report can be combined with the associated
shapshot of existing services and needs in the Wairarapa to indicate the areas towards
which efforts can best be directed, and to the nature of those efforts.

Study Limitations

This report has used statistical data from a variety of official sources to form a snapshot of
the present situation of the young people of the Wairarapa and of New Zealand as a whole
with respect to a range of factors covering the broad areas of education, health, offending,
and employment. The various data have been made available to the researchers in a
processed form rather than at a unit record level. As a result the analyses carried out for this
report have been limited to producing descriptive statistics for each of the individual SST
priority areas and it has not been within the scope of the work to investigate statistical
relationships between the priority areas. The analysis is also limited by the range of data the
sponsors of the research were able to obtain for the project by the time it began.
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